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   Constitution Day:     
A Rare, Enduring Document
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(Indian Polity)
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  India’s drafters and the methodologies they adopted to craft their glorious product, hold lessons for contemporary 
politicians and lawmakers. Consensus, craft, and vision are invaluable while making an enduring instrument

 What is Constitution Day? On November 26, 1949, the Constituent Assembly of India adopted our 
Constitution. Hence, every year we celebrate this day as 
Constitution or Law Day. India’s Constitution has now en-
dured for almost 73 years. An enduring constitution is a 
rare phenomenon and acts as the soul of a nation or the 
defi ning identity of a country. While we celebrate Consti-
tution Day, let us also remember how our drafters arrived 
at this enduring founding instrument.

According to Scholars

 Constitution-making itself is a relatively unexceptional endeavor. Ginsburg, Elkins, and Blount note that 
in the period from 1789–2005, 806 national constitutions were promulgated. Of the 148 cases, which were 
randomly chosen from 806, on average, the constitution-making process took 16 months. India’s constitu-
tion-making project took about three years from 1946 to 1949.

Constitution written in extraordinary circumstances
 It was written under extraordinarily diffi cult conditions. The partition of India which resulted in the dis-
placement of millions of people on both sides of the border. Partition was accompanied by mass deaths, dev-
astation, violence, and brutality. Amid all this, as refugees fl owed into Delhi, our dual-purpose assembly — a 
parliament in the morning and a constituent body in the afternoon drafted our enduring founding instrument. 
One that would remain relevant not just for the turbulence of that present, but also would be meaningful for 
future generations to come.
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Why should people be devoted to the 
Constitution?

 Richard Kay writes that a people would 
submit to the constitution when the con-
stituent assembly crafts a narrative about 
the creation of the body that is both po-
litically acceptable and historically plausi-
ble. It’s not only the text but also the story 
crafted of the birth of a constitution that 
is critical in the internalization of a con-
stitutional order by a people. The drafters 
deployed the considerable political good-
will enjoyed by key national leaders who 
were members of the assembly to give le-
gitimacy to the Constitution. These told a 
story of how the Constitution refl ected the 
will of the people, and how its egalitarian 
foundation would create a better, more de-
cent nation.

 Perhaps the freedom movement and 
resistance to colonial power were also 
good training for constitution crafting. 
Dietmar Rothmund highlights the unique 
evolution of Indian constitutionalism 
— each set of reforms introduced by the 
British colonizer while being designed to 
fulfi ll certain demands, leads to inspiring 
new agitations. Hence, the production of 
Indian constitutionalism through the pro-
cess of resistance to colonial legislation 
and colonial constitutional enactments.

 As the legal historian Rohit De writes, 
the Constitution, had its inspiration in 
sources like Tilak’s Swaraj Bill of 1895 
(which included rights to free speech, free 
press, and equality before the law) and the Declaration of Rights of 1918 (where the Indian National Con-
gress demanded that civil and political rights to include the right to life and liberty, freedom of press and 
association and for all this to be included in the Government of India Act 1919).

 Key Points
   The Ministry of Social Justice and Empowerment 

on 19th November 2015, notifi ed the decision of the 
Government of India to celebrate 26 November as 
'Constitution Day’. It is also known as National Law 
Day.

   On this day in 1949, the Constituent Assembly of In-
dia formally adopted the Constitution of India that 
came into force on 26th January 1950.

 Framing of Constitution:
   In 1934, M N Roy fi rst proposed the idea of a constit-

uent assembly.

   Under the Cabinet Mission plan of 1946, elections 
were held for the formation of the constituent assem-
bly.

       The Constitution of India is framed by the Constitu-
ent Assembly. The Constituent Assembly of India ap-
pointed a total of 13 committees to deal with different 
tasks related to the framing of the constitution.

   There were 8 major committees and the rest were mi-
nor ones. The list of major committees and their heads 
are mentioned below:

 1. Drafting Committee – B. R. Ambedkar

 2. Union Power Committee – Jawaharlal Nehru

 3. Union Constitution Committee – Jawaharlal Nehru

 4.  Provincial Constitution Committee – Vallabhbhai 
Patel

 5.  Advisory Committee on Fundamental Rights, Mi-
norities and Tribal and Excluded Areas – Vallabh-
bhai Patel.

 6. Rules of Procedure Committee – Rajendra Prasad

 7.  States Committee (Committee for Negotiating with 
States) – Jawaharlal Nehru

 8. Steering Committee – Rajendra Prasad

     The framing of the Constitution took over 2 years, 
11 months and 18 days.
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 De also writes of another instance of 
this sort of constitutional development 
that drew from the Resolution of Funda-
mental Rights and Economic Changes at 
the Karachi Session of the Congress in 
1931. This resolution argues that “in or-
der to end the exploitation of the masses, 
political freedom must include economic 
freedom”. Along with fundamental rights, 
it provided for the ending of bonded and 
child labour, free primary education, ex-
pansion of labour welfare, regime protec-
tion of labour unions, and women workers, 
providing for redistribution of resources 
through state control over key industries 
and national resources, recognising the 
communal problem and laying out the 
protection of minority rights. All these demands would fi nd their way into Part III (Fundamental Rights) and 
Part IV (Directive Principals of State Policy) of the Constitution. Importantly, Rothmund and De demonstrate 
through their works that our Constitution is not just a reproduction of the Government of India Act, of 1935.

Why did our Constitution Survive?

 Perhaps it was also the consensus-oriented method that found favor with the Constituent Assembly that 
has helped our Constitution endure. Hanna Lerner writes that the framers appreciated the link between con-
sensus in adoption and the legitimacy of the Constitution. For instance, when debating the adoption of Hindi 
as a national language, Rajendra Prasad, president of the Constituent Assembly, said that the choice of nation-
al language would have to be “carried out by the whole country”. And that even if a majority of the Assembly 
made a choice that was not approved by a section of the people, then, implementation of the Constitution 
would be rendered perilous. Hence, Hindi was made “the offi cial language of the Union”, while English was 
retained to be used for all “offi cial purposes”.

 Yet, while the drafters opted for compromise and consensus in some areas, they made bold choices in 
others. For instance, breaking down traditional privileges like the abolition of princely states and royal titles, 
crafting the country as a democracy based on universal adult franchise, and ending discrimination on grounds 
of caste, sex, or religion.

 India’s drafters and the methodologies they adopted to craft their glorious product, hold lessons for con-
temporary politicians and lawmakers. Consensus, craft, and vision are invaluable while making an instru-
ment to endure. Cherish our founding document, for it is truly rare, and do not take its endurance for granted.

  Facts about the Constitution of India:
  World's lengthiest Constitution.

  Federal System with Unitary Features.

  Parliamentary Form of Government.

   The original copies of the Indian Constitution weren’t 
typed or printed. They have been handwritten and are 
now kept in a helium-fi lled case within the library of 
the Parliament.

   Prem Bihari Narain Raizada had written the unique 
copies of the Structure of India.

   Originally, the Constitution of India was written in 
English and Hindi.

   The basic structure of the Indian Constitution stands 
on the Government of India Act, 1935.

   The Constitution of India has also borrowed some of 
its features from a number of countries.

The original copies of the Indian Constitution weren’t 
typed or printed. They have been handwritten and are 
now kept in a helium-fi lled case within the library of 
the Parliament.

 Prem Bihari Narain Raizada had written the unique 
copies of the Structure of India.

 Originally, the Constitution of India was written in 
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Expected QuestionExpected QuestionExpected QuestionExpected QuestionExpected QuestionExpected QuestionExpected QuestionExpected QuestionExpected Question

Que.     Consider the following pairs:
  Constitution making committee       Head
1. Procedure Committee Rules   -  Dr. Rajendra Prasad
2. Provincial Constitution 
      Committee           -  Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel

3. Drafting Committee       -  P. Jawaharlal Nehru 

 Which of the above pairs is/are correctly matched?

(a)   1 and 2   (b)  Only 2

(c)   1 and 3   (d)   Only 3
Answer : A

Mains Expected Question & Format

Note: - The question of the main examination given for practice is designed keeping in mind the upcom-
ing UPSC mains examination. Therefore, to get an answer to this question, you can take the help 
of this source as well as other sources related to this topic.

Que.:  Constitution Day is celebrated every year on 26th November. Explaining the objectives of 
celebrating Constitution Day, throw light on the Constitution making process of India?

Answer Format : 
  Introduction (30-40 words)

 Explain the purpose of why Constitution Day is celebrated on 26th November.
  Main Body (150-160 words)

 Give details about the constitution making process.
  Conclusion (40-50 words)

 Give a fair and balanced conclusion.


